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ETTA held its 24th annual ETTA 
Gala banquet at the Beverly Hilton on 
November 29th. The event was orga-
nized by chairperson Cathy Gott. Emmy 
award-winning actor Bradley Whitford 
(The West Wing) served as host.

Whitford told the audience,“ETTA is 
an incredible organization that enables 
individuals with disabilities to live fully 
enriched, independent, and active lives.” 

He continued,“The thing about ETTA  is the 
warmth from everyone from staff to volun-
teers, to clients and families. The faces you 
see all around me represent the best part of 
humanity.”

Banquet guests enjoyed included a 
photo opportunity with L.A. Dodgers star 
Joc Pederson and his brother Champ; a si-
lent auction of exquisite jewelry and hand-
bags by generous donors; Portia Iverson’s 
decorative plates; a Dodger jersey signed 
by Sandy Koufax; and beautiful note 
cards, canvas prints, pillows, serving trays, 
and more designed by ETTA residents. ETTA
clients handed swag bags to each guest.  

One of many surprises was a perfor-
mance by singer-songwriter and recording 
engineer Scott Siegel, who wowed the au-
dience by performing one of the 600 songs 
he has written. Scott was diagnosed with 

autism at age 13, but he said that he did not 
pay much attention to it because it did not 

One of the most beloved programs at 
ETTA is their summer camp which takes 
place thanks to the generosity of Jona-
than and Miriam Istrin and Susie and Fred 
Toczek. They established the Summer@
ETTA Scholarship Fund in memory of their 
parents Ida Toczek, z”l, Barry Saltzman, 
z”l, and Leslie Istrin, z”l. Jonathan Istrin 
talked about a key aspiration of ETTA cli-
ents, which is to get a job. He suggested 
that people in the crowd and the communi-
ty follow his example and hire people with 
disabilities. 

The ETTY Award was presented to 
members of ETTA’s professional staff, Leah 
Schacter and Josh Taff. Josh Taff said his 
brother Avi invited him to join him to work 
at ETTA, and after only one day on the job 
he knew ETTA  would be his home. Josh has 
been an outstanding leader there for more 
than 18 years. He manages the Reisman 
family group home and said his clients 
teach him every single day about being 
joyful. Josh said his co-worker and fellow 
honoree Leah “leads by example pushing 
the envelope each and every day to help in-
dividuals achieve their potential.” He said 
that you can learn from Leah that nothing 
is impossible and when you dream some-

thing, it can become reality and suggested 
that everyone come and observe Leah in 
action so that their lives will be forever 
changed.    

The Moselle and Lazare Hendeles 
Youth Leadership Award was given to high 
school students Ellie Zisblatt, Rachel Lei-
bowitz, Alana Bess, Jake Schochet, Josh 
Gurstein, Gavriel Menlo, Hayden Klein, 
and Yosee Kreitenberg. These young peo-
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ple, guided by ETTA staff, donate their time 
and are given full responsibility to plan 
year-round events to unite mainstream 
teens with special needs participants. 
(Moselle Hendeles, for whom the award 
is named, unfortunately passed away the 
following week at the age of 97.)

The Community Philanthropy Award 
was given to the Pujols Family Founda-
tion, created in 2005 for its commitment 
to children with disabilities and special 
needs. Albert Pujols is a professional base-
ball player for the Los Angeles Angels who 
holds the record for the sixth most season 
with 40-plus home runs in the MLB. Ac-
cepting the award was L.A. Dodger Joc 
Pederson and his older brother Champ 
(who has Down Syndrome). Champ is 

the Golden State Warriors and a support 
employee for Apple in Northern Califor-
nia. He spoke fondly of Albert Pujols and 
said, “Our organizations working side by 
side can continue to make an impact in the 
world around us.” 

A special message came in the form 
of a video from the TV show The Big 
Bang Theory. Mayim Bialik, an actress 
and neuroscientist, spoke about autism as 
her character Dr. Amy Farrah Fowler. She 
said that the Centers for Disease Control 
report that one child in 68 is on the autism 
spectrum. However, spending time with 
ETTA, she has seen a community of people 

standards. Bradley Whitford thanked Peter 
Roth, President of Warner Brothers Tele-
vision, who arranged the video and was in 
the audience. 

The Builders of Tomorrow Award went 
to the Dan and Lorraine Freeberg Founda-
tion. The Foundation generously recently 
donated an additional van for ETTA clients 
to travel to programs throughout Los An-
geles. Accepting the award were Mr. Dan 
Freeberg and James Geary. 

Michael Held, Founder and Director 
of ETTA, said he was proud of all that has 
been accomplished since ETTA was estab -
lished in 1993 in honor of Mrs. ETTA Israel. 
Held showed a video about what the fu-
ture holds for ETTA. The next step will be 
construction of “The Village,” supportive 
independent apartments within the frame-
work of a community. The complex will 

complex will contain a state-of-the-art 

center, garden, and walking areas. Apart-
ment size would vary from 500 to 700 
square feet, and each unit would contain 
its own kitchen or kitchenette, living room, 
and bedroom. These homes would be plac-
es ETTA clients could proudly invite family 
and friends.

Community help is needed to make 

inspirational community for ETTA clients 
a reality. 


