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ETTA's Silver Anniversary Celebration Brought Together Hearts of

Gold Tova Abady

The ETTA 25 Anniversary Gala—
held November 28% at the Beverly Hil-
ton—began with a “big bang," thanks to
fhost Mayim Bialik, co-star of the Bz Bawg
Theory, and Bill Prady, the TV series's
co-creator and executive producer.

Mayim Bialik said her eight-yeer run
on the “Big Bang Theory” embraced in-
clusivity and has been the biggest joy of
her career, which is why she is so heppy
o be involved with ETTA. The thing that
sirikes her the most about ETTA s its
warmth, “everyone from stafl, 1o clients,
w volunteers.” She said the heart end soul
of ETTA are the clients. One of the clients,
Jacob Katz, was given the 2018 Moselle
and Lazare Hendeles Youth Award.

A short video illustrated Jacob's in-
valuable contributions as Administrative
Assistant al YULA boy's high school.
Principal Rabbi Schreiber and other staff
members had nothing but high praise for
Jacob's commumnication skills, his middor,
and the way he has become 2 role model
for zll the students. Jacob's nephew, Josh
Gletner, spoke about skills that Jacob

taught him and said that they were very
proud of each other.

Mr. Kate delivered an eloguent speech
to the audience. “What 15 riftfun olam?" he
asked. “It is o heal and repair the world.
How do we do this? I1% by being kind w
nature, to the earth, to animals, and to all
people, especially when people are differ-
enl from you. We can together make this
a kinder and more beautiful world." Jacob
concluded, “1 am 2 happy guy.”

Cathy Goit, Gala Committee Chair-
woman, announced this year was the
launch of the *Art of ETTA," showcasing
the amazing telent of ETTA clients, and
asked attendees o take home a piece of
ETTA selected from the beeutiful art avail-
able on display.

Executive Director of ETTA, Dr. Mi-
chael Held, wld the sudience tha Mrs.
Etta Ismeel taught a small amount of stu-
dents, but emphasized quality. ETTA, he
said, 1s now about guality and guantity as
they serve 150 clients who are their real
champions. The progrem continued with a
rousing rendition of Queen's “We are the

Champions,” sung by Scott Siegal, a sing-
er-songwriter and recording engineer with
autism. He received a huge ovation.

Actor Tony Denison introduced his
dear friends, Dena and Joel Bess, recipi-
ents of the ETTA 2018 Community Cham-
pions Award. Dentson said he could speek
for hours ghout Dena and Joel and never
come close to how wonderful their whole
femily is, including their twins Alana and
Michael, who worked et the summer youth
program end are responsible for their par-
ents' involvement with ETTA; their son
Raobbie; parents Rabbi Gershon and Carol
Bess; and D David Sherman, LA, Mayor
Erie Gereetti congratulated Joel end Dena
by video.

Dena Bess spoke about ¢ headline by a
local publication which canght her atten-
tion. It read, “Celebrate, don't separate”
Deng seid, “The ETTA cliems are who
and what we celebrate” She stated that
celebrating each and every client for be-
ing exactly who they are as created by G-d
is the guiding principle of ETTA and the
fundamental resson for ETTA's tremen-

fundamental reason for ETTA's tremen-
dous growth over the past 25 years. Dene
suid that Mrs. Etta [srae] understood that to
separate or o hide the special needs com-
munity from the public domain would be
a loss 1o clients and a much bigeer loss 10
the comemunity.

Mayim Bialik introduced the recipient
of the 2018 Visionary Award, Bill Prady.
Mr. Prady has received dozens of awards,
ineluding Emmys, Golden Globes, and
People's Cholce Awards. What impresses
Mayim most about Bill, she said, is his
vast knowledge about & wide range of sub-
jects, and his love for all aspects of Yid-
dishkeir. Bill, she said, is a loving father
who puts people at ease end gives so much
time and effort to many charitable causes
including ETTA.

Bill Prady spoke aboutl meeting Oscar
winner Ira Wohl during the time he worked
as a production essistent on a kid's telk
show called “Livewire” on Nickelodeon.
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In 1979, Wohl produced = "
short documentary film called r
“Best Boy" The film tells
the story of Ira's cousin Bil-
Iy, who was developmentally
diszbled. Billy was 52 and
still living with his elderly
parents. Ira helped his parenis
face the reality that they would
soomn not be able to take care

of him. They had 1o call agen-

cy after agency until finding a
home for Ire. Bill Prady said
that in 40 years, things have
not chenged, which is why
the work of ETTA is so neces-
sary. He said earing 15 not just
whout just eating or sleeping.
Prady said that ETTA doesn"t
only provide basic needs, but lets kids go
o camp—just like his own kids.

The president ol ETTA's board of dires-
tors, Kambiz Baboff, mirodeced eloguent
ETTA client Shaina Barnett. She said that
she has dreamed of living in 2 place with
her frends where they can live and work
wgether. Her dream is coming true with

G- Kam Babaof, ETTA foard presidvar, Aonorecs: Bill Frady, Dera and Jdoel

Hess and faced Karz, O Michae! Held, ETT executive dircctor

ETTA's project the “Village," which will
be in the heart of the Jewish community.
The importance of the *Village™ was
also shared by Jeff and Kelly Singer. Their
family was introduced 1o ETTA five years
ago when looking for a summer program
for their daughter, Sophie. The Singers
were thrlled to find & place where Sophie

could thrive among her peers. The Singers
knew they found en environment where
Sophie could be active, creative, and in-
cluded. As a result of being treated with
care and respect, their daughter became
confident, independent, and able to find
her place in this world. Sophie wishes that
she could one dey have her own place o
live, own her own bekery, and be with her
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friends. This is becoming a
reality with ETTA “Village"
The “Village” will provide a
place for adults with disabil-
ities to live independently in
a safe community surrounded
by friends.

Mayim seid that funding
is the life blood of ETTA. It
takes a lot of Anencial assis-
tance fo build the “Village”
and while four million has
been raised to date, many
more millions must be raised
o build this ambitious, pro-
gressive, and inclusive medel
for generations w come.

To wp off an inspiring
evening, Mayvim introduced

the big surprise, popular a cappella group
Six13 who have recently gone viral with
their amazing Chanukeh rendition of “Bo-
hemian Rhapsody.” To the delight of the
wudience, they performed songs from their
new album Blessings.




